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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I | the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

L I contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

I I the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

PH the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. J_ 



PH as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| ] because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
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"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
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involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I S Basis of the report 

II □ Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV □ Lack of unity of invention 

V B Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations suporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 

VII S Certain defects in the international application 

VIII El Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 
27.03.2001 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

^ European Patent Office 
0)ft D-80298 Munich 

gy' Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer ^^5E5^^ 
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Telephone No. +49 89 2399 7329 ^ 
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International application No. PCT/EP00/051 57 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originaiiy filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.) : 

Description, pages: 

1-10 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-14 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/2-2/2 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statem nt 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The invention concerns a diesel exhaust filter system comprising a carrier with 
permeable parts. Around the permeable parts, electrically conductive, porous filter 
strips are wrapped in windings; windings being separated and electrically insulated 
from each other. The filter strips can be heated by applying electrical energy. This 
causes exhaust particles to be burned, thereby regenerating the filter. 

The prior art (EP 0 358 522) also reveals an exhaust filter system with filter elements 
covering a carrier. However, the filter elements are non-conducting, and they are not 
wrapped around the carrier in windings. The heating is done by additional electrical 
wires. Furthermore, the filter elements are not in the shape of "strips". 

Document US 5 557 923 reveals another exhaust filter system which includes 
electrically conductive, porous filter elements. Nevertheless, they are not shaped as 
"strips", and there is no carrier element. 

By wrapping filter strips around a carrier according to the invention, the filter strips can 
be very long. This allows to minimize the space needed for the filter system and 
additionally to minimize the electrical power needed for regeneration. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 would therefore appear to meet the requirements of 
Articles 33(2), 33(3) and 33(4) PCT. 

Claims 2 to 14 represent dependent claims as permitted under Rule 6.4 PCT, and also 
appear to meet the requirements of Articles 33(2), 33(3) and 33(4) PCT. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/E POO/05 157 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

R It mVIl 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known 
in combination from the prior art (document EP 0 358 522) being placed in the 
preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in 
the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3. The pages of the drawings are not numbered. 

4. On page 2, line 20 the word "are" is not necessary. 



Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

The paragraph on page 4, lines 21 of the description refers to a preferred embodiment 
of the invention (as defined in claim 7). The expression "The system according to the 
invention" in line 21 implies, however, that a feature of claim 1 is described, resulting in 
a lack of clarity. 
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